
ADVOCACY GUIDE 
FOR TENNESSEE INTERIOR DESIGNERS



ABOUT IIDA ABOUT IIDA 
TENNESSEETENNESSEE

197

75

349

PROFESSIONAL 
MEMBERS

STUDENT 
MEMBERS

TOTAL
 MEMBERS

IIDA TN provides meaningful  
resources to commercial interior  
designers and their clients to advance 
the profession and enhance business 
value. We are supported by three City 
Centers in East Tennessee, Nashville 
and Chattanooga. 

Our vision is to support culture,  
enhance business value, solve  
problems, and positively impact the 
health and well-being of people’s lives 
through a greater understanding of 
interior design. 

We believe that through education, 
advocacy and meaningful connection 
to our design community we can 
continue advancing the profession in 
Tennessee. 





EDUCATION AND EDUCATION AND 
REGISTRATION REGISTRATION 
MATTERMATTER
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Registration shows consumers and clients that you have met the minimum standards to 
call yourself a RID. Clients can be assured you have the education, examination, and  
experience necessary to be a professional interior designer. 

Additionally, registration laws gives consumers a venue for the redress of grievances 
and complaints against RIDs. 

Numbers don’t lie. If you want to enhance your state’s interior design legislation, high 
numbers of RIDs show legislators that registration matters to the profession. 

Registration shows that interior designers are registered design professionals on par 
with architects, landscape architects, and engineers for their specific area of expertise. 

WHY DOES WHY DOES 
REGISTRATION REGISTRATION 
MATTER?MATTER?



HOW DO I GET HOW DO I GET 
REGISTERED?REGISTERED?

The state of Tennessee requires an interior design degree from a Council for Interior 
Design Accreditation (CIDA) accredited program, at least two years of relevant & diverse 
interior design experience, and successful passage of the National Council of Interior 
Design Qualification (NCIDQ) examination.

Click here for more information about NCIDQ

Click here for more information about CIDA

Click here for more information about Tennessee’s Registration Requirements



East Tennessee State University, Johnson City

Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro

O’More School of Design at Belmont University, Nashville

The University of Memphis

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

ACCREDITED  ACCREDITED  
INTERIOR DESIGN INTERIOR DESIGN 
PROGRAMS IN TNPROGRAMS IN TN



WHAT IS NCIDQ WHAT IS NCIDQ 
INTERIOR DESIGN INTERIOR DESIGN 
CERTIFICATION?CERTIFICATION?

What is NCIDQ Interior Design Certification?
NCIDQ Certification is the industry’s recognized indicator of proficiency in interior design principles and a  
designer’s commitment to the profession.

The Value of NCIDQ Certification
NCIDQ Certificate holders have proven their expertise in understanding and applying current codes  
established to protect public health, safety, and welfare. 

Passage of the NCIDQ Examination is required for interior design licensure/registration in every regulated  
jurisdiction within the United States and Canada with the exception of California. It is the only examination 
recognized by these state and provincial regulators and therefore required for the practice of many 
types of interior design. Designers certified through the NCIDQ Exam gain wide industry visibility and  
recognition. 

The strenuous requirements of the NCIDQ Exam give clients and employers added confidence in the caliber of 
work from NCIDQ Certified interior designers. The exam covers seven areas that capture the core competencies 
of interior design: building systems, codes, construction standards, contract administration, design 
application, professional practice and project coordination. 

NCIDQ Certification Earned Through Examination
​To earn certification, qualified interior designers can apply to take the NCIDQ Exam. After CIDQ approves their 
eligibility, candidates purchase and schedule each of the three sections of the exam and must pass 
each  
section within a specified time-frame. 

The three separate sections of the NCIDQ Exam are: the Fundamentals Exam (IDFX), the Professional Exam 
(IDPX), and the Practicum Exam (PRAC). All three sections focus entirely on public health, safety, and 
welfare.

To ensure the NCIDQ Exam tests interior designers’ understanding of concepts crucial to the field, CIDQ  
undertakes a practice analysis of the interior design profession every five to seven years. The most 
recent practice analysis, completed in 2019, was based on information gathered through an online survey of 
more than 700 interior designers. A panel of experts in the field analyzed those results with our partners at our 
testing company and provided guidance on core competencies to cover. 



APPLYING FOR  APPLYING FOR  
REGISTRATION REGISTRATION 

If you meet all of the requirements for registration and would like to apply, 
please click here then follow the instructions below:





Type ‘Registered Interior Designer’ 
into the search bar

Then click ‘Apply’



Click here to confirm you meet 
registration requirements







CONTACT US :
advocacy@iida-tn.org

THANK YOU!
ANY QUESTIONS?


